A Special Prayer for the Release of Hostages ’
Supplement for the Pesach Haggadah »gy
By Amit Castel, Young Judaea Central Shaliach 5

As we come together for the Passover Seder, reliving the story of our ancestors' liberation from
Egypt, our hearts are heavy with the plight of our fellow citizens held captive. Echoing the timeless
plea of "Let my people go," let us join in prayer for their release, and returning to their homes. Let

us be mindful of the fact that today, unlike in ancient times, we have our own homeland.

In the Passover Haggadah, there's a central theme of liberation and freedom. It recounts the story
of the Israelites' Exodus from Egypt, emphasizing the struggle for freedom from slavery under
Pharaoh's rule. Throughout the Haggadah, there are repeated calls to remember the suffering of
our ancestors and to empathize with the oppressed.

Just as we assert our freedom in our daily lives, we pray for the release of those currently held
against their will. May they find their way back to their families, free from the bonds of captivity. As
we gather with our loved ones around the Seder table, it is important to remember those families

who are incomplete tonight, waiting anxiously for the return of their missing members. May they

find comfort and strength in the support of their community.

In our beloved homeland, where the echoes of ancient struggles resonate, we are called to pursue
peace and justice. May our leaders navigate with wisdom and compassion, working diligently
towards resolution and ensuring the safe return of those held captive.

Looking ahead with hope, let us pray that next year's Passover holiday will be celebrated in a time
of peace, with all hostages safely reunited with their families. May the blessings of freedom and
security be fully realized, we will all be able to see the way for a brighter future for all. Amen.
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For discussion, go around and ask:

“Why is the Seder this year different
than all other Seders?”

Pick a prompt:
Because | feel... Because I've experienced..
Because | worry... Because | hope..

YOUNG JUDAEA TEENS RESPOND:

“Because | feel more connected to my Jewish identity. While it is
definitely difficult to express my Judaism while the war is going on
and antisemitism is on the rise, | feel a stronger need to connect and
strengthen my relationship with my Jewish identity.”

“Because | feel for those who are not able to celebrate, and | know
that the hostages and others in the world have no escape to
freedom.”

“Because | worry how much my family and seder guests will talk
about the war in Israel. | know that it's a valid topic of discussion, but
| feel like most of the conversations we will have about it won't be
productive.”

“Because | have more questions to ask than | have in past years. |

have gquestions about how my personal Jewish identity has been

changed over the past six months. Also, how my relationship with
Israel has and will continue to change.”
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